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Ge is always extolled by means of wisdom as the Unequalled panacea ae 
wie for Samsara, whose darshan is equal to the darshan of reality ro 
se itself te 
sie Let there be a thousand salutations to Sri Sic 
oe Chandrasekhara Guru in whose heart, face, and name, revels ae 
se Bharathi, the Goddess of learning. ate 
ae a 
st Sri Shankara Bhagavadpadacharya, who was born 1200 years ago, in at, 
we this sacred land of ours called Bharata to uplift Sanatana Dharma, ses 
ae established four Amnaya Peethas in the four directions of our country — “a 
HH at Sringeri, Puri, Badri and Dwaraka— for the purpose of continuous 
3 spreading of Dharma. Of these Peethas, Sringeri Sharada Peetha is the ed 
ae Dakshinaamnaya Peetha. He installed Sri Sureswaracharya, who was the M4 


nd foremost among his disciples in age and erudition, as the first head of this “4 

i® Peetha. From then on, there has been an ininterrupted succession of %#* 

ae gurus heading this Peetha, Each one was second to none in scholarship, ue 

$i¢ kindness towards disciples and zeal for spreading Dharma. To this glorious Se 

$i# tradition belonged Parama Poojya Jagadguru Sri Sri Chandrasekhara 3 

afi i: 
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al We ate ale ale af OAD 92 ale ate ale ale a“ OD sleate of ale ale af 
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’ Yo ate ale ale, ale ate als ale af 
st, Bharathi Mahaswami of revered memory who adorned the Peetha for =e 
ts. Forty-two years as the 34th Pontiff. KH 

f' 


It is indeed very appropriate that we should celebrate the centenary of 3% 
$'@ the birth of that great soul, who was born in 1892, and arrange memorial se 
s%@ lectures in his memory. sie 


‘“#* Sri Chandrasekhara Bharathi Mahaswami was born in Sringeri to the pious a 
aS couple Sri Gopala Sastri and Srimathi Lakshamma, in the same manner “i* 
a as Sri Shankara was born to Siva Guru and Aryamba. The child was ae 
Sis named Narasimha. He was commonly known as Narasimha Sastri. 
Narasimha Sastri was the recipient of the benign grace of Sri je 
$e Satchidananda Sivabhinava Nrisimha Bharathi Mahaswami who was the 99 
$s Head of the Sringeri Sharada Peetha at that time. Narasimha Sastri had 3% 
Dd a sharp intellect and had unwavering belief in the Shastras even from a 3 
$% young age. Many people make a harangue about the Sastras. But it would of 

s’e be difficult to say how firm is their belief in the Sastras. But the belief 3% 

ste, which Narasimha Sastri had in the Sastras was extraordinary. An incident ae 
st, Which occurred in his poorvashrama is a shining example to his belief in ste 


ae 
the Sastras. 
xe a aie 
als 


#6 In his poorvashrama, he used to read Ramayana. During the Ramayana je 
‘is Parayana, he used to place a seat (STA) nearby, and nobody was 
zis seen to occupy that seat. So, if anybody questioned as to why that seat 
‘%s Was placed there, his answer would be as follows: 


ae wa aa Wg ald, da da HPanedereite 

s’@ wherever the praises of Rama are sung, there Hanuman will be present 
s’2 with palms joined and raised above the head—are truly said. These words 
s%2 tell us that Hanuman would be present wherever the story of Rama is 
s’s, recited. Accordingly, he would certainly come here also, and it is our duty 
ste to provide him a seat. 


: 


Se if anybody had asked him, "Have you seen Hanumantha sitting on that 
$i¢ seat?" he would have got the answer, “Just because we do not have the 
3 capacity to see him, those words would not become untrue. Therefore, | 
s’@ do not have an iota of doubt that Hanuman will come here and sit on that 
se seat". 


v2. 
“8 That trait of his is extolled in his Astottara Satanama thus : afa aia 


% JOfe Met YAA agUut: (the one who had firm conviction in the Sruti, 
is 
% Smriti, Purana and Sastra). 


9, 
%i@ His devotion to God even from a young age was great. His mind was 
i merged in God when he was reciting the names of the Lord. It is a fact 


ze als als al pe 
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ave. 
Known to many that when he was the Peethadhipati, on many occasions ays 


ave 

a he was completely absorbed in the Atman for months together and was ste 
ae totally lost to the external world. The following incident of his earlier years =e 
“4 jlustrates how he had thisSamskara even from a young age. oy 
% 


s’2 When he was young, his mother used to send him to get provisions. He s% 
% used to go towards the shop reciting all along the way the Hymn in praise Be 
$%@ of the Divine Mother. Hp Wagifa (Five-hundred verses of Mooka kavi) $i 
s% was very dear to him and so he had memorised the verses. He used to go $% 
$% far past the shop reciting those verses unconscious of the external world. a 
s’@ He used to become aware of his surroundings only when he had gone st 

%, quite further. Then he used to remember as to where he was to go and HH 
si why, and after recollecting the purpose, he used to go to the provision ae 
ee shop and get the things his mother wanted. He had such a culture of the’ st 


ae soul even from his childhood, and it is indeed very rare to find persons ee 
aS who have such Samskara even from a young age. Big 
as tie 


$i¢ It can be said without fear of any contradiction that his Guru, Jagadguru $% 
s% Sri Satchidananda Sivabhinava Nrisimha Bharathi Mahaswami was one 36 
s%@ such. He was initiated into Sanyasa in 1866. That night, while sleeping, Ke 
s%@ he uttered the word Wate thrice. If such an experience (as indicated by $% 
$i the words ‘sarvoham’) which could be attained only by long spiritual Ma 
a8 sadhana, could come to one who is so young, we could imagine the e 
as magnitude of his spiritual maturity. a 
eel Since Narasimha Sastri also possessed such a spiritual maturity even 
“= when he was young, the elder guru had a special affection and love towards “it 
“ him. That he had the intention of making him his successor to the Peetha Si 
4 could be surmised from words Wasi it die oe Rracia war We 


ale, 
KA nfeaay found in one of his Stotras. Narasimha Sastri was the object of ais 
a special attention of the Guru. kA 


$i¢ After completing his middle school education, Narasimha Sastri joined $% 
i@ the Sri Sadvidya Sanjeevini Samskrita Maha Pathashala for education in ae 
ae Samskrit. There he got the appreciation of his teachers for his brilliance $% 
s’ and modesty. The Guru used to observe hi ial isited af 
fe an ty. erve him specially whenever he visited $ 
$f the Pathashala. The Guru also used to get his answer papers and felt HA 
s'2, glad on perusing them. He also used to call him for a private audience 3% 
’z, and impart to him many upadeshas. ste 


EE 
e In 1912 A.D., Narasimha Sastri was initiated into Sanyasa, and was % 
installed on the Sringeri Sharada Peetha as the 34th Pontiff with the Yati ae 
${@ Namadheya of "Sri Chandra Sekhara Bharathi". By that time, he had © 
ae acquainted himself with the Sastras, Maha Mahopadhyaya Vidya Nidhi KA 


seats 


2, ap ale ale alp alp ale ali Ip ade alp ale ale ale ale ale ale DS aa ale ale ale 
OB ES OS OR OS Cea aoa ear etiey, 


Brahma Sti Sri Virupaksha Sastrigal was appointed to complete the study 
© of the Sastras (for the new guru). Sri Virupaksha Sastrigal, who was famous 2% 
“® in those days for his erudition in Nyaya and Vedanta, was astonished at 
the intellectual power of the Sri Guru. The study which took others three 
years to complete was finished by the guru in one year. Greatly surprised, 
Sri Sastrigal used to share his gratification with those around him. 


x7 


The extent of scholarship acquired by the guru could be measured by the 
commentary which he wrote on "Viveka Chudamani”. That sublime and 
authentic commentary has elicited the special admiration of the learned. 


Sri Ganapathy Vyakhyana Vidwat Sabha is being held at Sringeri since 
very long. Many great pundits participate in it. In such a Vidwat Sabha, 
even those renowned pandits were amazed at the way the guru spoke 
about the implications of the Sastras. The Vakyartha Vidwat Sabha was 
the touchstone for the erudition of the Guru. Recognizing this, a poet has 
Said thus: 


RNR: MAM: AyAegasraatess: | fareaaera garry ata 
Beart | | 


The importance he attached to the practice of rituals appropriate to his 
ashrama was equal to his scholarship. His firm opinion was that proficiency 
in preaching was not enough, and that one should preach Dharma after 
following it oneself. That is why he was greatly interested in following the 
duties prescribed for his ashrama. This has been well brought out in the 


Naama siaenrd ara fared acae: in the Astottara made in his 
name. 

His asceticism (Vairagya) was matchless. He had no desire for any thing. 
As said in his Astottara, WA S1<4_ Iara: a lump of earth, a stone and 
gold were the same to him, and he did not value one above the other. 
Only because of this attitude, he did not have any inclination to bear the 
responsibility of the Mutt administration. Therefore, he chose his successor 
and adopted a disciple in his 39th year of age and carried on the 
administration through him. 


His Vairagya was very intense and so he was not interested in anything. 
He was totally absorbed in Atmadhyana. In such a situation, the devotees 
who came to the Mutt could not have his darshan, and they had to return 
disappointed. The officers of the Mutt were much pained at this. They 
brought this to the notice of the guru when he was "Bahirmukha”, that if 
he did not take notice of the devotees, and enquire about them and bless 
= them, the Mutt would earn a bad name. The guru replied, “| am enquiring 
as to who | am; that enquiry is not yet complete. How can | enquire about 


Sie Sie Sie Sie Sie Sie sie Se esle ais aie ie sie is ie eis aie ai et le le le ae le ate ate atest ste ote ote ate ate ate ata ae 
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ate, others when the enquiry about myself is not complete?" This is a glowing sv 


example of the guru's atmanusandhana. HA 
ois we 
9, . . - 9, 
ae Carcnean fed fsa: weg aA meg Pend aaekay ey us 
ae ale 
ae (| prostrate before Sri Chandrasekhara Bharathi who was absorbed in Atma Dhyana ‘aS 
a continuously, who was averse to the delights of the senses, and who was well versed a 
a in the Sastras). ae 
ale, ave, 
a. It is well known that he was a Jeevan Mukta. Jeevan Mukta is one who ste 
at, has achieved liberation from worldly bondage even when living in this KA 
2 world. Such great ones would be absorbed in the Paramatman whose 2° 
i is 


a nature is Sat-Chit-Ananda. They will not have any illusions about the body. ats 
“i$ Their body could be in any fashion according to prarabda karma (the ‘i* 
Ge karma which has begun to bear fruit in this janma). They would not care ‘si 
is to take cognizance of it. Laymen, ignorant of such a state of being, may ‘iv 
a call them mad. But those exalted ones would be in the Jeevanmukta mental Se 


1, 
= state always. ws 


al 

He Some two hundred years ago, in South India there was a great yogi by te 
HH the name Sadasiva Brahmendra. He was a Jeevanmukta. Those who 32 
<#; observed his behaviour thought he was mad, and with a view to make “i 
Me him well, told his guru about it. But the guru who knew about the state of “iv 
ae mind of his disciple and was gratified about it, replied those people thus: =. 
as "you are telling me that my disciple is mad, | feel sorry that|do not have %e 
‘is such madness". This incidentis referred to in the "Sri Sadasivendra Pancha ws 


se Ratna Stotram” of Jagadguru Sri Satchidanda Sivabhinava Nrisimha Dd 


${ Bharathi Mahaswami. a 
OD 

% : i ale 
KA ward Warde Rea: ddftcitors aay year | KA 
ie Raya Fe: WRrelegarary Meare ente | | sie 


aS Jagadguru Sri Chandrsekhara Bharathi was like Sri Sadashiva at 
, Brahmendra, For those who have attained such an exalted stage, thereis 
5 nothing which is not possible. We would illustrate it with an incident, @ 


c/ 
= Sri Guru was born in Sringeri. His mother-tongue was Telugu, regional 36 
$% language was Kannada. He was well versed in Samskrit. He was ata 
s'2 acquainted with English. He did not have any opportunity to get acquainted i 
s% with any other language. In 1924, during the course of his vijaya yathra, ats 
at he came to a place called Satyamangalam. The people of that place met <s 
avs, the Sarvadhikari of the Sri Matha and requested that the Sri Guru deliver & 
“® the Anugraha Bhashana in Tamil. Since the Sarvadhikari knew that the ae 
GA Guru did not know Tamil, he did not accede to the request, but the people se 
“* were insistent that the Guru should speak in Tamil. The nonplussed * 
‘#~ sarvadhikari stood before the Guru and reported to the Guru what had st 
= 


~~ 
a 
We ae a%e ale ale ale ale ale ale ale ale ale ale ale ale ale ale ale alp als ala ale ale als als als als al 
aes ea tetas eae BREESE SESE See 
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ale ale ale ale ale ale ale ale ale 


Ye ale ale al: ale ale 
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oe 


# 


% great souls in the SicHfden facie in the following sloka: 


> (Maya is adept in bringing about what cannot happen). Such a 


taken place. Sri Guru asked the sarvadhikari not to worry and told him 3 


© that everything would go well by the blessings of Sri Sharadamba. se 
. Afterwards, at the fixed time, Sri Guru sat on the throne on the Platform A 
® and made a fine speech in Tamil for over an hour. The people of the fown 
© were happy. But the astonishment and happiness of the sarvadhikarl was 
S greater. The sarvadhikari prostrated before the Guru and told him that he 


was the very personification of the Goddess of learning, Sri Sharadamba. 
This shows that anything is possible to a Jeevanmukta. Nothing surprises 
them. Sri Sadashiva Brahmendra describes the state of mind of such 


aad saw dt ded caaaecl aa faafifa od ss 
vila-ygada feral vata 


Whether you say the Sun is cold, the Moon is hot and flame burns 
downward, the Jeevanmukta will view all this as the work of Maya, and 
will not be surprised. That anything is possible with Maya is well stated by 
Sri Shankara Bhagavadpada in these words: 


sefea dea ufeaet Arar 


4 


Jeevanmukta was King Janaka. It seems he said (fAafareiral 


fad Weeld) (Even if Mithila is in flames, nothing of me gets burnt). 
Attainment of such a state of mind is neither common nor easy. It could 
be attained only by fruition of the sadhana of many births. Bhagavad Gita 


says: 

ae UA Star Al Wer | 

aged: ada a: Ae Ygery: 
At the close of numerous births, the man full of wisdom comes unto me. 
The Mahatma, who says "Vasudeva is all" is very difficult to find. The-word 
there in "Sudurlabhaha" indicates how difficult it is to attain that state. 
Such a great soul was our Paramaguru. His Sishya, Our Guru 
Srimadabhinava Vidya Theertha Mahaswami had well understood him. 
Whenever the subject of his Guru came up he was enraptured. The words 
he spoke about his Guru were similar to those said by Sri Vidyaranya 
about Sri Shankara Bhagavadpadacharya. He had said: 


Qed SaAGA: sax gira yer Waal: | 
wR ga geRaaeaa dem: fer wee YU: || 
It is not possible to count the number of trees in the Nandanavana. It is 
not possible to count the number of flowers in those trees. It is not at all 


Stoshe siecle slesiesiedie tiecie die dis sie sissies eis ie aie ae 


ip ats ate ate ale ale ale ale ale ale ale als 2% ale ale ale a! sie siesta ste cesses ese Se 
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ale ale ale ale 


eile 


a 


sis 


Wp ale al ale ale alp ale als alp alp als alp als als als ale ale ale als als als ale ale ale alp ale als al, 
Spe SUE SIESIE STE STE SIESUSSISSISSISSICSTE SUE SUE SIE SUSIE SISSIES SISSICIS SISSIES lea 
a os 
soe possible to count the number of bees in those flowers. Likewise, Shankara's ys 

good qualities were beyond count. Similar is the case with our Paramaguru, <¢° 


whose good qualities were innumerable. ae 
The most important of them was his Guru Bhakti which was indescribable. ste 
This has been well noted in three Namas in his Astottara: AA 
POA FORA FIaTyA: a8 

sis 


His humility (vinaya) was incomparable. An illustration may help to know <4 
24 it. In 1927, he paid a visit to Kaladi, the birth place of Sri Shankara ve 
‘js, Bhagavadpadacharya. He decided to start a Vedanta Pathashala there. It ‘is 
was decided to start it in the Sannidhi of Sri Bhagavadpada. On the 3, 
auspicious day fixed for the purpose, His Holiness came to the Sannidhi 9 
with other Pundits. The students had not yet come. Sri Krishna Sastri, oe 
% who was nearby, called out “Let all the students come". Then His Holiness se 

told Sri Krishna Sastri, “Sastriji, in the presence of Sri Bhagavadpada, we ate 
% are all students. Here there should not be distinction like teacher and as 
% pupil.” We could surmise the bhakti which His Holiness had in Sri <> 
Bhagavadpada, from this incident. ae 

% 


is. Every incident in his life is exemplary. Each word he uttered imparted $% 
wisdom. It is not possible for anyone to know him fully. BA 


eSlesle ale slesiece siete aie 


SeSiesiesie she sie siete 


As said by Pushpadanta in “Siva Mahimna Stotra", 


fe afes: Oka uRAfaga aeragef | 

© U_ia Tea deaamecafarn: | | 

© seared: eaafaghkoranaea or | 

Waray waa ex faxgare: ae: | 

If the praise of thee by one who Is ignorant of the extent of thy greatness be unbecoming, 
then the praises of even Brahma and others are inadequate for thee. If all those remain 


unblamable by praising thee according to their intellectual powers, then even this attempt 
on my part to compose a hymn is free from any blemish. 


Similarly, we should praise him to the’ extent of our understanding and 
make our speech pure. 


It is a matter of great happiness that Sri Shankara Vidya Kendra of Delhi 
has arranged a lecture series in commemoration of the Centenary 
Celebrations of the birth of Jagadguru Sri Chandrasekhara Bharathi 
Mahaswami. We have begun the lecture series at Sringeri today. In future 
also, on the auspicious occasion of his Birthday, lectures will be delivered 
every year without interruption. 


2. 


Sieaiesiediesiesiscieaiecie ates’ 


| conclude with the ashirvada that the blessings of His Holiness be on all 


bhaktas participating in this function. 
epee treed are evereeepepaaeea sate 
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KA Editorial Note ae 
ae The birth centenary of one of the most illustrious Acharyas of Sri Sharada ie 
os Peetham, Sringeri, His Holiness Sri Chandrasekhara Bharathi Mahaswamiji 4 
“aS (the only oné failed as a Jevan Mukta in the uninterrupted succession of 
as Jagadgurus of Dakshinamnaya Peetha) was celebrated in severalcentres 
s* of the country during 1992. ] << 
3% Shankara Vidya Kendra, a centre established in the capital in Vasant Vihar, 
sz under the inspiration and direction of His Holiness Jagadguru Sri Abhinava a 
s’2 Vidyatheertha Mahaswamilji, decided to create a Fund and institute from a 

2, its proceeds foundation lectures by eminent scholars on the Jayanthi day se 
st2, of His Holiness Sri Chandrasekhara Bharathi Mahaswamiji every year so 3% 
s’ as to perpetuate the memory of the peerless Guru by paying homage to ae 
ate the Jeevan Mukta. ae 


zis The inaugural address of the annual foundation lecture series was delivered ae 
zis by His Holiness Jagadguru Sri Sri Bharathi Theertha Mahaswamilji on KR 
Sis 11th November 1993 in Sringeri. Shankara Vidya Kendra considers ita 
zis privilege to publish the Jagadguru's address in Kannada with translations “is 
Sis in Hindi and English for the benefit of the innumerable devotees of His a 
#% Holiness Sri Chandrasekhara Bharathi Mahaswamiji throughout the ‘is 


3 country. HA 
ste The Kendra wishes to place on record its appreciation and thanks to a 
He Sri D.R. Venkataramanan and Sri T.N. Dhar for their invaluable assistance 2 


D 
a 


sts. in rendering the original address in Kannada into English and Hindi. The 
ie Kendra also acknowledges the service rendered by Rank Reprographics 
ae in bringing out this attractive booklet. 


$%@ Shankara Vidya Kendra acknowledges with grateful thanks the humble 
$$ and devout gesture of sponsoring this publication by the sons of late 
ae Mahamahopadhyaya Vidyanidhi V.S. Ramachandra Sastry. 

5 . 
a The term Guru denotes a principle, an activating principle...a sublimating 
us force that is ever present, ever conscious, ever luminous and ever 
se protecting. When this is grasped, one does not miss the Acharya with the 


Ry transformation of his mortal form. 


$ May His Blessings help us to tread the righteous path. 


= 

Sis V.R. SUBRAMANIAN 
ue New Delhi Honorary Secretary 

aie 30 October 1994 SHANKARA VIDYA KENDRA 
3, 
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His Holiness Jagadguru 
Sri Sri Bharathi Theertha Mahaswamiji 


as 

~, His Holiness Jagadguru Sri Bharathi Theertha Mahaswamiji was born on 
sen 11 April 1951°as a result of the devout prayers by his parents, in a small 
village in Andhra Pradesh. He renounced the world at the tender age of 
14 and went in search of a Sadguru. At Ujjain, he sought. refuge at the 
lotus feet of Sri Abhinava Vidyatheertha Mahaswamiji of Sringeri Sharada 
Peetham, who was then camping there during his Vijaya Yathra. Since 
then, he was with the Acharya, pursuing his studies and attained peerless 
proficiency in Nyaya, Meemamsa, Vedanta and other shastras. He studied 
Vyakarana Sastra all by himself and attained unparalleled mastery in the 
subject. Pleased with his devotion, sadachara, profound learning and 
vairagya, His Holiness Jagadguru Sri Abhinava Vidyatheertha Mahaswamiji 
initiated him into Sanyasa Ashram on 11 November 1974 and gave him 
the Ashrama name of Sri Bharathi Theertha. 
ae 


Sri Sri Bharathi Theertha is proficient in several languages -- Sanskrit, 
Telugu, Kannada, Tamil and Hindi and is an eloquent speaker in all these 
languages. : 
Sri Sri Bharathi Theertha ascended the throne of Transcendental Wisdom 
in Sri Sringeri Sharada Peetham on 19 October 1989 and is the 36th 
Pontiff in the unbroken chain of illustrious Acharyas of the Dakshinamnaya 
$% Peetham. Observing meticulously Yathidharma and the traditions of Sri 
iis Sringeri Sharada Peetham, the Jagadguru is devoting all his time for 
js Sanathan Dharma prachara, Veda Shastra Samrakshana and training of 
je. competent scholars. 


